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[IR 3] Chapter 1—Destruction of Jerusalem The Great Controversy (1888 ed.)
Let men beware lest they neglect the lesson conveyed to them in the words of Christ. As he warned
his disciples of Jerusalem's destruction, giving them a sign of the approaching ruin, that they might
make their escape, so he has warned the world of the day of final destruction, and has given them
tokens of its approach, that all who will may flee from the wrath to come. Jesus declares, “There shall
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations.” [Luke
21:25; Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:24-26; Revelation 6:12-17.] Those who behold these harbingers of
his coming are to “know that it is near, even at the doors.” [Matthew 24:33.] “Watch ye therefore,”
[Mark 13:35.] are his words of admonition. They that heed the warning shall not be left in darkness,
that that day should overtake them unawares. But to them that will not watch, “the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night.” [1 Thessalonians 5:2-5.]
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[[&32] A Sudden, Unexpected Return. Chapter 24 The Second Coming of Christ
Christian believers, longing and looking for Christ’s return, will be aware when it draws near (1 Thess.
5:4-6). But for the inhabitants of the world in general, Paul wrote, "The day of the Lord so comes as a
thief in the night. For when they say, 'Peace and safety!' then sudden destruction comes upon them, as
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape" (1 Thess. 5:2, 3; cf. Matt. 24:43).
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