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Isaac Newton predicted end of world - in 2060 Mon 18 Jun 2007

Renowned British scientist Sir Isaac Newton, the father of modern physics and astronomy, predicted the
world would end in 2060 in a 1704 letter that has gone on show in Jerusalem.

A famed rationalist who secured a royal exemption from the ordination in the Church of England that was
normally expected of academics of his day so he would not have to follow its teachings, Newton
nonetheless based his prediction on a Biblical text.

Working from verses in the Book of Daniel, the elaborator of the classical laws of gravity, motion and
optics argued that the world would end 1,260 years after the foundation of the Holy Roman Empire in
western Europe in 800 AD.

The letter, on show at Jerusalem's Hebrew University as part of an exhibition entitled "Newton's Secrets”,
is part of an array of papers of the British scientist bequeathed to the institution by a wealthy collector of
scientific manuscripts.

The university says it is the first time the letter has been put on public show since 1969.

Newton's late 17th century work at Cambridge University was the foundation stone of modern science
until the discovery of relativity and quantum mechanics in the last century.

But it has long been known that the ground-breaking physicist from Grantham in England, also took a
keen interest in superstitions of his day that have long since fallen foul of modern science.

Newton spent four years in the 1670s preparing a work on alchemy, the notion that base metals can be
turned into gold.

AXVRADELREFRETHY, TR FELERLFEORTHDIY— TA Y v « =a— b UE,
1704 =D FHEOF T, N 2060 FITKEEZDZDHE TS L TN, TOFHENT AV L ATARS
ﬂfb\éo

AFHERE L L THLND=a— b Ui, YRKEOFEFITROD LN TV, v 7T v REBEES TORMEE
ORI NDEER R S TE Y, ZOHBITHE D LEN 2Tz, LL, HOZOFSITREOR
Wiz SN Tn B,

W2 E S EE), LR OEBERHIAHNY. L= — F i, BREE [(F=xo1rE) o—fHir b LI,
I —na 2B A ME o —<FHEORS (800 4E) 7205 1260 FEBICHRNKb L L& X T,

ZOFMKIE, AV VL LDOANT TAKFETEHEFTD [=o— R OME] LEINZERESTARIN
THEY., BZEOFHENEL CWERERIL 7 A —IC ko TRIRBICEBEENEZBEEZS D=a—
DILEDO—ETH D,

FIRFIZED E, ZOFRN KA I D DIL 1969 FFLLRID THOZ L2 V9,

Za— P 17T MBI 7Y v DRETHIZER ATV, £ ORRIT 20 it xHE B R = 1)
FORRET, ITEROMEE o7z,

LinL, AFV R 7T 0F LG OZ OERRYETFED, BREOKRFIZHBOBELZN TV D
CNFLRIN DI BTN D,

Bl 21X, ==2— hid 1670 FRO 4 FREZBESWTOMIRICE L L Tz, ST, ReRmE 41T
BZHIENTEDHETHEEZFTHY, BIMBIETHIRKEL LTHEEIN TS,

H B : https://www.abc.net.au/news/2007-06-18/isaac-newton-predicted-end-of-world---in-2060/72492



